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TheWar of 1812

Great Britainds disturbance of American tr
war by 1812Despite mixed resultsdnh e Chesapeake, the Navyo6s Vvic
lakesandthe highseas ent t he Nat i @amlénabledthe Uratdd Statesdoshold n g
off British invasions from Canadandthe Gulf of Mexico These victories illustrated the
importance of naval power in maintaining American sovereignty. While the Treaty of Ghent
made only a minor change to political bounes, the war proved the United States to be a
formidable contender on the world stage.

Causes of the War of 1812

As the British and the superior Royal Navy sought to stem the French advance through
Europe after 1792, the United Stastemptedo securea position of maritime freedom and
neutrality. As the war in Europe progressed, trade restrictions by the British and French
threatened the American position. The British also violated international law when they
forcibly impressed American sailors framerchant vessels into the Royal Navy. Combined
with anger over the British attack of the American warsBGipgsapeaken 1807, and the
perception of a Britistindian alliance threatening westward expansion, Americawgaro
sentiment grew, particulark mong 6 War Hawkd CaangpiMadsenman . Pr e
to balance his partybés desire for American ma
war commencedn Junel812, the U.S. objective was to capture Brigsimtrolled Canada in a
land war, hough the U.S. Navy would soon becomernttagorsource of American success.

1. This leather powder buckstmar ked fAWashi ngt.oOfhe Navy Yar
crew onthe frigateConstitutionused ituntil the shipunderwent rebuildingn
1927.
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2. This sword blnged to Capt. James Sever who commissioned the frigate
Constitutionin 1797 and went on to become the captain of the newly launched
frigate Congressn 1799.

Courtesy, Capt. and Mrs. Noel OOReilly

3. James Sever received this Army style sword upoapp®intment as an officer
in the Continental Armywhich he earnedfter his graduation from Harvard in
1781. Following the American Revolution, he sailed as an officer on various
merchant vessels and in 1794 achieved the rank of captain inShddyy. He
commanded the frigat@ongressluring the Quasi War against France and was
relieved of duty in 1801.

Courtesy, Capt. and Mr s. Noel O6Rei l ly
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4. This is the presentation dirk given to Lieutenant William H. Allen for refusing

to surrender the frigat€hesapeak® British search. On 22 Jud807,the

captain of the British war shipheopard after meeting with refusab search the

U.S. frigate Chesapeakéor deserters from the Royal Navy, ordered his men to
open fire.Chesapeakaas unprepared for battle and only Lieutenant Allen
managed to fire a single shot before Commodore James Barron surrendered and
allowed the British to remove four deserters. Lieutenant Allen led the

successful d e ma rmdrtial. Ghe friBbaer & so nadfsf icooeurrst r ai
money to buy the lieutenant this silver dirk for upholding the honor of his
country. The inscription reads: AGi ven

esteem for his courage and endurance in the action of JUfE8PZ by the
officers of USSChesapeaksé.

Courtesy, Naval Historical Foundation
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5. During the war, sailors carried their possessions on board ship in chests. During
the cruisesailors stored their cheststhe ships hold. Thenitials &).A.Bostand
for JohnA. Bates a crewmember on the USBesapeakehenthe British war
ship HMSLeopardattacked the shipn the ligh seas in June of 1807.
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6. A French prisoner of war made this bone model of the frigasexduring the
early 19" century. Thepeople of Essex county and Salem, Massachusetts
presented the 36 gun frigdEssexo the US. Navy in 1799. Within weeks, she
began active service in the Quasi War with FraBssexhad two tours of duty
in the Mediterranean during the Barbary warsveein 1801 and 1805. During
the War of 1812, Captain David Porter commandedegsexduring her Pacific
tour whereEssexdecimated the English whaling fleet, taking fiftesttips as
prizes. LaterEsseXamously engageHMS PhoebeandHMS Cherubbut lost
and ultimately surrendered’he British retainedssexuntil she sold at auction
in 1837.

Courtesy, Naval Historical Foundation
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Industrial Base

As far as resources and industries were concerhednited Statewaswell suitedfor
theconstruction of a navy. Most r extensimeat eri al s w
commercial industry could iIimport the rest. Am
capacity equal to the smaltale constructioneeds However, the combination of
decentralized industry and a poor transportation infrastructure hampered distribution severely.

The weakest linkinthBlavy 6s i ndustri al base was managemen
command structure put military officers and civilian contractors at odds.

1. Manufacturers at the Washington Navy Yard mdde vakhandled boarding
axe between 1800 and 1810. The blade is marked with NYW (Navy Yard
Washington) and the initials of the officer who inspected the weapon. The
markings on the reverse of the blade iaticthat the weapon returned to the
New York Navy Yard in 1832.
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2. Construction workers dhe new Naval Sea Systems Command complex site on
the west side of th@/ashington Navy Yardiscovered this pipe during
excavations in 1999. Gan the location of the find, it seems yard workers lost
the pipe near the timber storage pond. The use of tobacco was natural in a
region where tobacco farming dominated agriculture.

3. This 19" century bone powder horn displays Masonic and otheulpo
symbols. The cross, the anchor, and the star symbolize faith, hope, and charity.
The crescent and star represent divinity and sovereigiglaim The frog near
the wideedge of the powder horn alludes to the popular fairy tale in wehich
wicked witch turned a prince into a frog andly a kiss from a beautiful woman
can change him back.

Courtesy, A.C. Mitchell
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4. This is a section of larch wood, as it would look before builders carved it into a

ship knee. Shi p kdeckby attachiongpt pothe bulkhkbadt h e s h
(ship wall) Shipbuilders valuedarch wood because it is durable and rot
resistant.
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5. This hanging knee was part of the upper deck o8 Constitution.
Shipbuilderscarvedit from live oak, a woodhey prizedfor its density and
durability. The holes in the knee once
which secured this knee to the bulkhead of the ship. Builders rerttused
hanging knee fronConstitutondur i ng t he shi pds reconstr

CourtesyMystic Seaport, Inc.

6. This oak nail served as a peg or dowel that builders drove into a hole in order to
secure the planking to the frame of the frigatnstitution This construction

techniquds similar to techniques used in house construction gltine same
period.
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7. This copper spike was part of the hull@dnstitutionuntil its removal, during
the reconstruction of frigate in 1927.

8. This copper spike was part of the hull@dnstitutionuntil the frigate underwent
restoration efforts in th&970s.

9. This brass fittingorotected the tread of a wooden ladder on bdsdrigate
Constellation

10.Paul Revere constructed this copper bolt for the friGatestitution. It
remained in the vessel until thenowation of the ship in the 1927
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11.Brass port and starboard running lights fréonstitution

12.Constellatiorwas one of six frigates authorized by Congress under the Naval
Act of 1794. Built in BaltimoreConstellationlaunched in 1797 under Captain
Thomas Truxton. Herremlara b| e speed soon won her the
Race Hor sgunfigatd derwed B the Quasi War against France,
Barbary Wars, and the War of 1812. Although British forces trapped
Constellationin the Chesapeake Bay during the War of 1812, shedateed in
the Civil War. John Innis constructéus eighth-inch scale model.

Courtesy, Mystic Seaport Museum

13.This 1795 model U.S. flintlock musket copied the French Charleville 1763
model used by the Americans during the Revolutionary War. Thaddetd
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Armory manufactured these muskets from 1797 through the War of 1812.

Al t hough the guns are similar, the scri
the engraved eagle stamped on the lock plate distinguish it from the older

Charleville model. At s& Marines andsailors used these weapons to target

enemy officers and sailors from their position on the fighting top of a sailing

ship. This weapon was stand&od the sea services during the Quasi War, the

Barbary Wars, and in the War of 1812.

Courtesy, Naval Historical Foundation

14.Newton, a gunsmith in Grantham, England manufactured this blunderbuss
between 1781 and 181British and American sailors both usdusttype of
weapon in the early fecentury.

Courtesy, Howard L. Wheeler
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15.John Share made this 54aliber British Flintlock pistol in Birmingham,
England in 1813. Naval officers often carried these handguns with non
corrosive brass barrels as personal side arms.

Courtesy, Donald F. Stewart
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Blue Water Operationand Life aboard Ep during the War of 1812

The termfiBlue Water Operatiorgefers thamilitary engagements that took plame
the oceans, as opposed to actions that took place on the inland lakes and riv&isie The
Water battles boosted morale on bweme frontand £cured American resolve to stay in the
war despite the minimal success of thated Stateg\rmy. American victories over the
reputably invincible British Navy gave Americans a sense of pride and national
accomplishment and the captains of victorious Acager vessels became celebrated national
heroes. In addition to these battles, the Blue Water Operations during the War of 1812
included the economic war waged internationally on British commerce by American vessels,
both private and government owned. digh naval and economic warfare, the blue water
operations of the United States Na®erted great influence on the outcome of the war.

1. This painting depicts the gun deck of a British vessel, as it would appear during
battle. One crewmember is holdingp@ndspike, which herould useto turn the
gun towards the target. Thaptain of a nearby crew is pulling the lanyard to
fire his gun. Another gun crew is loading their cannon: one man is inserting a
powder charge, a second man is waiting to ram this poaltarge into the
barrel, and a third man is poised with a pick to puncture the cotton powder bag
prior to lighting off the charge. A young sailor, known as a powder monkey, is
running by on his way to replenish anot
man is reaching for a cannonball from a rack next to a barrel of hand weapons.

Courtesy, Timé.ife Books
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2. This painting depicts young men known as powder monkeys below the deck of
a British warship during battleThey are retrieving new suppliesginpowder
for the gun crews. These powder monkeys receive the powder bags through a
safety curtain of wet blankets. Af ter
boxesdo to prevent them from igniting or
powder monkeysprint up the ladder to the gun crews. A British marine is
standing guard to insure that everyone is properly performing their tasks.

Courtesy, Timd.ife Books

3. During battle, the crew would someti mes
fighting area due to its strategic location at the back of the vessel. In this
paintingt he sai l ors are carrying the captair
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dismantling the bulkheads to open up space for a gun crew, while other men rig
a 12pound gurfor useagainst the enemy

Courtesy, Timé.ife Books
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4. In this painting, top men furl the sail of the mainmast while a squad of British
marines takes its position on the fighting top. Other men pass a swivel gun up
through the lubber hole and onto the fighttop. During battle, these elevated
decks of British and American ships became important places from which
marines and sailors could target the enemy officers and other key battle figures.

Courtesy, Timé.ife Books
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5. This image depicts the guleck, as it would appear in between battles. The
crewmembersn the gun deck are completing necessary tasks such as
constructing barrels, trimming hair, and patching sails.

Courtesy, Timé.ife Books

6. Master Commandant Lewis Warrington (17B251) seved as captain of USS
Peacockn the War of 18120n 29 April 1814 Peacockengaged in battle with
HMS Epervier. Epervierwas escorting a convoy of British merchant ships to
Bermuda wherPeacockarrived. The merchantmen fled while a fefitye
minute bate betweerPeacockandEperviere n s ue d. WReacodkn gt on o6 s
claimed victory and directed its prize
received a gold hilted sword from the state of Virginia for his service in battle.
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7. Captain Johnston Blakey} (17811814) received a promotion to Master
Commandant and command of UB&spwhen hostilities with the British
began in 1812. In 181Waspsnuck into the English Channel unobserved and
defeated many ships, including HNR&indeer Captain Manners dkendeer
tried to rally his sailors even while he was bleeding to death, but Blakeley still
won the victory. Not long aftethe Waspvanished while at sea and Blakely
along with her. Congress promoted him posthumously to the rank of Captain.
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8. Shortly aftetUSSPresidentescaped the British blockade in New York Harbor
on 15 January 1815MS Endymion(50-gun frigate) HMS Pomong38-gun
frigate) HMS Tenedog38-gunfrigate) chased and defeatedesident
commanded by Commodore StephDecatur.

9. This image showthe 16gun brig USSEnterpriseengagingiMS Boxer, al4-
gun brig. EnterprisedefeatedBoxeron 5 September 1813 off the coast of
Maine. The crews of botBoxerandEnterprisesuffered many losses and
casualties, butie American crew eventually captured the British brig.
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10. Lieutenant William Burrows (178%813) served as captainBhterprisein
1813. Burrows spotted HMBoxer, under the command of Captain Samuel
Blythe, while sailing off the coast of Maine. mlost simultaneously, enemy fire
struck and killed both Burrows and Blyttenterpriseeventually won the
battle, and towe8oxerback to Maine whereitizens and crew laidoth
officers to rest side by side. Burrows and Blythe were both well known and
resgected in their services.
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11.Captain Edward McCall (1790853) was a lieutenant on board US8erprise
in the war of 1812. He took commandtiterprisewhen the captain,
Lieutenant William Burrowsglied from wounds receivetlring battle with
HMS Boxerin 1813.
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12.This image depictthe 18gunUSSWaspengagingHMS Frolic, a22-gun brig.
Two days after sailing from Delawar®yaspfound and defeatedrolic on 18
October 1812. During the battle, many of the shots fired froohic hit the
sails and masts Wasp,while Waspwas able to target the hull Bfolic,
securing a victory. Aftethetakingof Frolic, other British Navy vessels
appeared and forcafaspto surrenderUSSWaspbecameHMS Peacockand
served in the Royal Navy untitlwas lost at sea in 1813

13.Commodore Jacob Jones (17B80) commanded the sloop of wa&laspin the
War of 1812. On 18 October 18 Maspencountered HM$rolic, which was
escorting a convoy from Bermuda. After a fentynute battle in which both
ships absorbed heavy firédyaspprevailed. Her mast and sails sustained
extensive damage and she was unable to sail away. Jones had no choice but to
surrender to the ship of the line HNPSictiers whenit came uporWasplater
that day.
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14.This imagedepictsthe 36gun frigateEssexduring its tour of the Pacific Ocean
under the command of Captain David Port&s. the first American military
vessel to enter the Pacific Ocelissexdecimatedhe British whaling fleet off
South America and eventlyacame into port at Valparaiso, Chili for repairs. In
Chile, however, British frigates discoverBdsexand decided to disregard the
neutrality of the port and attack thesruptiveAmerican vessel. After waging a
strong fight and suffering heavy lossEssexsurrendered.
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15. This image depictthe 38gun frigateHMS ShannorengagingJSS
Chesapeakealso a38-gun frigate. Chesapeakainder the command of Captain
James Lawrengéad recently set out from port and was unprepared to battle the
trained Bitish crewon boardShannon Despite thisCaptain Lawrence decided
to meetShannorin battleon 1 June 1813ShannordefeatedChesapeake
marking the first defeat of a US frigate by a British frigate of similar strength.
Mortally wounded byenemy fire Captain Lawrencattered his famous battle
cry, ADonb6t ddfovekis meptook hire belovihdegk to dhe
surgeon

16. CaptainJames Lawrence (178B13) commanded US3ornetduring the War
of 1812 Hornetsighted and engaged HM®acockon February 24, 1813 while
cruising in the AtlanticPeacoclksurrenderedfter less thad5 minutes of
fighting, before sinking from damage sustained during the fight. Subsequently,
he received a promotion to Captain and transferred toCHeSapeakeOn 1
Jue 1813, under L &hesapeakerggdged acddosthodhe d |
British frigate HMSShannonLawrence was mortally wounded, uttering his
famous | ast words, Adondét give up the s
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17. HMS Phoebeand HMSCherubdefeded USSEssexX28 March 1814. Although
this wasa defeat for the United States, itcameonly dsse® s successf ul
raiding missionsn the PacificEssexcreated a small fleet from captured ships
and virtually destroyed the British whaling fleet in thecHic.
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18. The 18gunUSSHornetdefeated HM3Penguin an18-gun brig 23 March
1815.

19. Commodore James Biddle (17&848) initially served as senior lieutenant on
USSWaspin the War of 1812. He later received a promotion to the rank of
Commodoe and command dflornet.In 1815, after official hostilities ended
Hornet engaged HM$®enguinin the south AtlanticThe two ships had not yet
received word of the peace. The battle lasted only twevdyminutes with
USSHornetclaiming the victory.
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20. USSConstitution a44-gun frigate defeatethe 38gunHMS Java29
December 1812.

21. Commodore William Bainbridge (1774833) commanded USSonstitutionin
the War of 1812. In 1812, while sailing off the coast of Brazil shortly after
Christmas, he encountered the frigate HW&va. Javasurrenderedfger two
hours of fighting, making it the secoBditish frigate lost toConstitutionin six
months. Despite the two wounds Bainbridge suffered during the engagement, he
treated his British prisars with humanity. The defeat changed the tactics of the
Royal Navy. For the rest of the war, they ordered that their frigates could no
longer engage American frigates alone.
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22. USSUnited Statesa 44gun frigate defeatedhe 38gunHMS Macedoniar25
October 1812This waghe second frigate victory for the United States.
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23. Captain Steven Decatur (17#1820) served as captain of UB8ited Statesn
the War 1812. On 25 Octob&812,Decatur spotted the sails of HMS
Macedonianand opened fire at long randénited Statepummeled
Macedoniaband secured t he enspenytdosveekur r ender .
refitting the ship so it could sail back to the United States as a prize. For his
actions, Decatur became one of the firditary heroes since the American
Revolution, and the nation mourned his premature death in a duel.
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24. Commodore Isaac Hull (177843) commanded USSonstitutionin the War
of 1812. On 18 August 1812 onstitutionsighted theBritish frigateGuerriere
while cruising off the coast of Newfoundlar@n 20August,a battle ensued
andConstitutionsoundly defeate@uerriere; British casualties were five times
higher than that of the Americarighis battle was one of the first U.&wval
victories in the war, and proved to the powerful British Navy that the U.S. Navy
was more dangerous thanlask ofsize and experience indicated.

25.USSConstitutiondefeated HMS5uerriere19 August 182. This was the first
victory for the United States in a true frigate action.
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26.TheNavyods first shi gndepéndenclmenchedtwoalays i nce 17
afterGuerriére. She served in thd.S. Navy for nearly a centuryThis half
model show the ship after its conversion to a frigate in 1836.

Courtesy, Rear Admiral Arthur Farenholt

27. Named for the defeated British vess¢§SGuerrierelaunched at Philadelphia
on 20 June 1814.

Courtesy, Rear Admiral Arthur Farenholt
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